Handout 3. Glasgow Coma Scale, on reverse side.

Adapted by VE Stone from Teasdale, G & Jennett, B (1974). Assessment of coma and impaired consciousness. A practical scale.
The Lancet , Vol. 304, Issue 7872, pp. 81-84; Teasdale G, Jennett B. (1976). Assessment and prognosis of coma after head
injury. Acta NeurochirurgicaVol. 34, pp. 45-55. For June 5 CLE presentation, “Protecting Clients with Brain Injuries: New
Ways to Assess Disabilitiy”.



GlangW Coma Scale (sources on reverse)

Spontaneous
To speech

To pain

N W B

None

Best verbal response

Oriented, can converse
Confused conversation
Inappropriate words

Incomprehensible sounds

N W B

None

Best motor response (“motor” means movement response)

Obeys verbal commands

Localizes to pain

Withdrawal from pain or unpleasant stimuli (normal flexion)

Abnormal flexion to pain or unpleasant stimuli (decorticate — indicates little response from cortical areas)

Extension to pain or unpleasant stimuli (decerebrate — indicates little response from more brain areas)

R N W b 01 O

None



